Bishop Search Timeline

June – October 2025
· June 30, 2025: Bishop Bauerschmidt announces his intention to resign after the election of a new Bishop Diocesan. Standing Committee begins the process that will lead to the election of the Twelfth Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of Tennessee.
· July 15, 2025: Search & Transition Committee Nominations Open for two weeks
· August/September 2025: Members of Search & Transition Committees Announced
· October 3-4, 2025: Leadership Retreat with Standing, Search & Transition Committees; The work of both the Search and Transition Committees begins

October 2025 – March 2026 
· Search Committee leads intentional listening process including survey and listening sessions
· January 23-24: Diocesan Convention at St. Bartholomew’s (Nashville). Resolution establishing nominating and electing process. Commissioning of Search and Transition Committees.
· Diocesan Profile developed • Application period opens

April – June 2026 
· Application period closes • Interviews and selection of semi-finalists • Background, medical, and psych paperwork is received on all semi-finalists • Discernment retreat with semi-finalists

June – July 2026
· Search Committee submits slate to Standing Committee • Petition period (two weeks) • Standing Committee announces final slate

August -- September 2026
· Meet and greets • Electing Convention • Consent period of 120 days after Electing Convention and Certification of Election

January 22-23, 2027
· Bishop Consecration
