










July 9, 2026


Search Committee Co-Chairs Transition

As the search for the twelfth Bishop of Tennessee continues, we want to share an update regarding leadership of the Search Committee.

We extend our profound gratitude to the Rev’d Jacob Bottom and Monica Fawknotson, who served as co-chairs during the first phase of this search. Their hard work, dedication, and steady hand guided the committee with true collegial spirit, ensuring a professional process. We are deeply thankful for their faithful service to the Diocese during this important season.

As the search enters this extended phase, we are grateful that the Rev’d Chris Bowhay and Bryan Essary have agreed to step into the role of co-chairs. We welcome them warmly and look forward to their leadership in the work ahead.

Please join us in praying for the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit — for the Search Committee as they carry out this sacred work and for the candidates discerning a possible call to be our next bishop.

The Standing Committee, Diocese of Tennessee
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